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In this presentation: 

•  Why do we need nature based solutions? 
•  What is common between nature based 

solutions (NbS) and the sustainable 
development goals (SDGs)? 

•  What is UN Environment doing? 
•  What do the projects have in common? 

 
  
 



Why do we need nature based solutions? 

Societal Risks 



Source: http://www.mapadecatastrofes.com.br/   

Map of natural disasters in Brazil 
 
  
 

Droughts 
Floods 
Wind storms 
Hail 
Landslides 
Erosion 
Fires 
Frost 

Why do we need nature based solutions? 



•  “Water: megacities are running dry in Brazil: 
 
…state and regional governments need guidance on 
economic-development models that are tailored to the 
capacities of regional freshwater ecosystems…”  
 
  
 

Source: Nature issue 521 (May 2015) 

Why do we need nature based solutions? 



Source: UN Environment 2017 

Why do we need Nature based solutions? 

By 2050 the world will need: 



Nature based Solutions (NbS) 

•  “…are actions which are inspired by, 
supported by or copied from using nature.” 
  

•  “NbS use the features and complex system 
processes of nature, such as ability to store 
carbon and regulate water flow, in order to 
achieve desired outcomes, such as disaster 
risk reduction, improved human well being 
and socially inclusive green growth” 

Source: European Commission 2015 



Nature based solution applications: 



SDGs and Ecosystems services 

Ecosystem services supports human well-being (e.g.: health, nutrition, water quality, reduce 
pollution, etc.) 
Within the 17 SDGs there are 44 targets focusing directly on the environment and ecosystem 
services 

Source: Ecosystem Services 29 (2018) 70-82  



UN Environment´s activities on NbS: 

Scientific 
Assessments 
 
Knowledge and 
policy integration 
 
Partnerships for 
the implementation 
 
Finance 
mechanisms 

“environment underpins prosperity” 



 What is UN Environment doing? 
Reducing disaster 

risk 
Addressing water 

issues 
Adaptation to Climate 

Change 



 What is UN Environment doing? 
Micro-finance Sustainable 

Development 
Goals 

Green Infrastructure 



Nature based Solutions for climate-resilience 

Source: UN environment - San Salvador 

1. Water catchment scale: 
•  Forest restoration and conservation 
•  Sustainable agriculture 
•  Infiltration ditches, absorption wells 

  
 

2.  Urban landscape scale: 
•  Restoration of the riparian zone  

 
 
 

3. Household scale: 
•  Water harvesting systems 
•  Ecological sanitation 
•  Urban gardens 
•  Waste management 



-  Meet global water quality 
challange 

-  Protect and Restore 
freshwater ecosystems 

-  Advance the integrated 
water resource 
management approach 

-  P r o m o t e r e s i l i e n c e 
addressing water related 
disasters and conflicts 

  

Source: UN Environment Freshwater strategy 2017-21 

Nature based Solutions for water 



  Nature based solutions for the Private 
Sector: 

•  Help companies 
respond to risk 

•  Green 
Infrasctructure (e.g. 
water and waste 
management) 

•  Building resilience 
and delivering co-
benefits 

Source: UN environment and UNEP-WCMC project 



Nature based solutions for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 

  

Source: UN environment Eco-DRR 



Source: UN Environment 2017 

The integrated approach towards the SDGs 

Integrated approach for 
sustainable development 
that promotes: 
•  sustained and inclusive 

economic growth; 
•  social development 
•  and environmental 

protection 





SDGs experiences in Latin America 

  



What do they have in common? 

  



OBRIGADA! 


